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Networking for Net Zero - Summer edition

Dear Stephen,
Welcome to Networking for Net Zero, bringing you the latest news and views from SSEN
Transmission as we progress our critical grid investments and deliver a network for net zero in the
north of Scotland.
You can read a summary of our latest project updates and business highlights below. We hope you
enjoy reading the latest edition.

Welcoming the UK Government’s British Energy Security Strategy
In April, we welcomed publication of the UK Government’s British Energy Security Strategy, which
confirms the requirement for accelerated and timely investment in the GB transmission network to
support Net Zero and energy security goals. We agree that this will be critical to strengthen and
achieve the UK’s decarbonisation ambitions, and as we deliver a network for net zero, its positive for
our business and for our generation customers that this has been formally recognised and supported
within the Strategy.
We will continue to work closely with the UK and Scottish Governments, Ofgem and our wider
stakeholders to support delivery of the Strategy and its objectives. You can read a statement from
our MD Rob McDonald here.

Jobs boost for SSEN Transmission

0:00 / 0:10

We’ve announced a major green jobs boost, with 400 new jobs expected to be created over the next
year. This growth in new roles comes at an exciting time for the business, with major developments
taking place across the north of Scotland as the team work to deliver a network for net zero. To read
more and explore current opportunities click here.

https://ssentransmission.newsweaver.com/y2lu5hq56s/1uucnlfbxqr8ijnaqbxc7g?email=true&lang=en&a=11&p=9613283
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Holistic Network Design (HND)
Later this week, as part of the UK Government and
Ofgem led Offshore Transmission Network Review
(OTNR), National Grid Electricity System Operator
(NGEOS) will publish the Holistic Network Design
(HND). This will set out the coordinated offshore and
onshore electricity transmission network requirements
to support the growth in renewable electricity
generation to deliver a pathway to net zero emissions,
including the UK and Scottish Government 2030
offshore wind targets and will allow for the connection of 10.7GW of ScotWind by 2030. The
publication of the HND will be a significant milestone in delivering against our shared net zero
ambitions and we will be in touch to share our reaction to this at the time.

ACT-ing in partnership to support Scotland’s rainforest
We’ve joined forces with leading community and
conservation organisation, Argyll and the Isles Coast and
Countryside Trust (ACT), and Argyll and Bute Council to
help deliver SSEN Transmission’s compensatory tree
planting commitments and in doing so, help support and
enhance Scotland’s rainforest in Argyll. The groundbreaking partnership will see ACT help deliver SSEN
Transmission’s compensatory tree planting relating to its
Inveraray-Crossaig transmission project, with the initial
phase of planting underway on Argyll and Bute Council’s sites near Lochgilphead in Argyll. By
planting native species, the planting will support local flora and fauna, creating natural habitats for
native species to thrive, supporting our commitments to deliver biodiversity net gain and
compensatory planting on all of our major projects. You can read more here.

Project updates
From Sweden to Shetland: New HVDC transformers arrive

The first two transformer units for the £600m Shetland HVDC link project have successfully been
delivered at their final location in Kergord, Shetland after a long journey from Sweden. The
transformers – each weighing around 168 tonnes - arrived on specialist vessel MV Eelmslift Ellen in
Lerwick Harbour from Sweden before being transported on specialist multi-axel vehicles to their new
location on Shetland.
The transformer units are key components in the HVDC link project, which, once complete, will
connect Shetland to the GB transmission network for the first time, allowing the transportation of
https://ssentransmission.newsweaver.com/y2lu5hq56s/1uucnlfbxqr8ijnaqbxc7g?email=true&lang=en&a=11&p=9613283
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clean green energy from the islands and helping to secure Shetland’s future security of supply. Read
more here.

Significant biodiversity net gain reported at Alyth substation
We’re delighted to report that our new substation
development in Alyth is forecasted to deliver a significant
increase in biodiversity at the site, with thousands of trees
being planted and wildflowers seeded. As part of our
sector-leading biodiversity net gain commitments on all
projects, introducing a policy of no-net-loss in biodiversity
on all projects gaining consent from 2020, and biodiversity
net gain on all new projects from 2025, we aim to leave a
positive environmental legacy at all of our sites. The
resident ospreys in the far corner of the development are also thriving this year with three chicks
hatched and a live camera feed installed to allow viewers to follow their progress. You can read more
here.

Engaging stakeholders through our regional webinars
We recently hosted two stakeholder webinars to provide an overview of our projects in construction
and development across the north of Scotland; one which focused on the Highlands & Islands and
Aberdeenshire and another which focused on Argyll and Bute. Both events were well attended by
stakeholders and provided an opportunity for key stakeholders to ask any questions about our future
plans and ambitions to deliver a network for net zero. For those who were unable to join us on the
day, you can view a recording of both webinars here, alongside a copy of the slides and our Q&A
documents.

Annual Engagement Plan
In early 2022, we reviewed the feedback we gathered
from stakeholders during 2021, both through direct
engagements and from measuring satisfaction in our
Quality of Connections, and Infrastructure Engagement
Surveys.
From this feedback, we published our Draft Annual
Engagement Plan Consultation document in April
which illustrated the key themes that we believe we
should be engaging with our stakeholders on and
circulated this to all of our stakeholders for
consideration. The consultation period closed on 2 May
2022 and our Stakeholder Engagement Team have now analysed the stakeholder feedback received and
have revised the document based on stakeholder input. The final Stakeholder Annual Engagement plan
has now been published on our website.

Policy Update: Advocating on behalf of our stakeholders
Informed by a stakeholder-led strategy, we continue to advocate on behalf of our customers and
stakeholders to influence government and regulatory policy development to support net zero ambitions.
Our latest policy updates can be found below:

Publishing our North of Scotland Future Energy Scenarios
https://ssentransmission.newsweaver.com/y2lu5hq56s/1uucnlfbxqr8ijnaqbxc7g?email=true&lang=en&a=11&p=9613283
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We published our 2022 North of Scotland Future Energy Scenarios (NoSFES) paper in May, outlining our
latest annual analysis on a range of potential electricity generation and demand scenarios in our network
area in the north of Scotland to support Net Zero. To read more please click here.

Launching our Whole System Hub
In April, we published our Whole System Annual Report for 2022, outlining progress to date in delivering
a whole system strategy, and creating value for our customers, stakeholders and communities as
we deliver an innovative, collaborative and efficient network for net zero. You can read more on our new
Whole System Hub, which also includes our latest Whole System Coordination Register. Our Head of
Whole System, Andrew Urquhart, blogs about our Approach to Whole System here.

Locational Marginal Pricing
Building on our TNUoS advocacy work, David Boyland, SSEN Transmission’s
Senior Commercial Policy Manager, recently published a blog which discussed
industry concerns about the introduction of Locational Marginal Pricing
following National Grid ESO’s recommendation to introduce “Nodal Pricing” to
the GB market. You can read David’s blog here.

Advocating for customers at external and online events
We’ve exhibited and spoken at a range of external events
and conferences over the past few months to highlight our
future investment plans, engage with key stakeholders and
advocate on behalf of our renewable generation customers
on issues such as TNUoS and NPF4. Recent speaking and
stand opportunities include the Utility Week Future
Networks Conference, the 2022 All Energy Conference, the
Association for Black and Minority Ethnic Engineers Scotland,
a series of Innovate UK webinars on our strategic Innovation
Fund projects and the RTPI Young Planners Conference in
May. To find out more and join future events and speaking opportunities, please follow our social media
channels below.

https://ssentransmission.newsweaver.com/y2lu5hq56s/1uucnlfbxqr8ijnaqbxc7g?email=true&lang=en&a=11&p=9613283
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Utility Week Net Zero Award Winner
We were delighted to win the Net Zero Award at the
prestigious Utility Week Awards ceremony in March. This
award recognises our drive to deliver a net zero future, with
SSEN Transmission at the forefront of the UK’s efforts to
tackle the climate emergency by harnessing the north of
Scotland’s vast renewables resources and connecting and
transporting that power to demand centres across Scotland
and beyond. A huge well done to our team and our fellow
finalists.

Achieving top-tier performance for our stakeholder engagement
We are very proud to have achieved a top tier score of 82% on the AccountAbility Stakeholder
Engagement Maturity Ladder in our May 2022 Healthcheck. The AA1000 Stakeholder Engagement
Standard is considered the ‘gold standard’ in stakeholder engagement accreditation and our latest
performance represents an increase of 6% from our November score of 76% and a notable increase of
20% from our first AA1000 Healthcheck score of 62%, achieved in 2020. This significant accomplishment
now positions SSEN Transmission in the highest ‘Advanced’ stage of AccountAbility’s Maturity Ladder – an
important commitment we promised to achieve by the end of the RIIO-T2 price control (March 2026).
With the aim of building upon this score, we will now review and prioritise our latest improvement
recommendations from AccountAbility and progress these to further improve our engagement standards
for our stakeholders.

Improving online accessibility
We celebrated Global Accessibility Awareness Day on 19 May 2022 with
Recite Me; raising awareness of our commitment to delivering an
inclusive and barrier free online experience for all of our website visitors.
To explore our accessibility support tool, please visit the SSEN
Transmission website and click the Accessibility button at the top right-hand corner of our website. We’re
also developing a brand new and even more accessible SSEN Transmission website which will launch later
this year. Please look out for updates on our social media channels.

Connect with us on Linkedin and Twitter!
You can now find SSEN Transmission on Linkedin and Twitter, so please give us a like, share your views and
give us a follow.

https://ssentransmission.newsweaver.com/y2lu5hq56s/1uucnlfbxqr8ijnaqbxc7g?email=true&lang=en&a=11&p=9613283
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We hope you enjoyed reading the latest edition and thank you for your interest in SSEN Transmission.Please
feel free to share this communication with any interested colleagues and contacts.
If you have any questions or feedback on the content above, or suggestions for future stories, please
contact us at transmission.stakeholder.engagement@sse.com
To be added, or removed from the distribution list please also contact
transmission.stakeholder.engagement@sse.com
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk
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