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Welcome to the
2021 Summer
Edition
Welcome to the New Strath Times. It’s
been a busy time since our Spring edition.
The changes in the COVID restrictions
have meant many of us have been very
busy seeing family and loved ones at last.
Summer in the Strath has been beautiful
with many warm days and sunshine,
although the lack of rainfall has had a
significant impact on all our gardens and
the burns. It’s been good to see the water
in the burns flowing again.
If you have any photos you’d like us to
print or community news you would like
to share, we would love to hear from you.
It’s also a great opportunity for local
issues to be raised and to promote local
events !
Contact us at;
strathtimes2020@gmail.com

Image courtesy of Stv Sport

Local Hero wins Silver Medal !
Just in case you haven’t seen this, 21 year old paracyclist Fin
Graham from Strathpeffer recently won a silver medal at the Tokyo
2020 Paralymic Games. Fin also beat the world record by nearly
seven seconds.
Congratulations to Fin ! What a fantastic achievement and
everyone here in Strathpeffer is incredibly proud of you !
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Highland Museum of Childhood
Were you all set for a super summer?

this group of children, photographed playing in a Highland burn
How have you spent your summer this year? Maybe staying close
to home and enjoying the treasures on your doorstep, or travelling
further afield, perhaps to be reunited with family and friends? In
years gone by, travel wasn’t an option for many families and there
were no exciting toys and activities, in comparison to those we have
now. Long ago, children would discover their own ways of having
fun and in the summer, they would play close to home, among the
burns and hills.

If playing in the Highland burns isn’t quite your cup of tea, there are
lots of other places you can explore close to home. You can pop in
and visit us at the Highland Museum of Childhood throughout the
summer and explore some of the old toys and other objects we
have on display. Or perhaps you will be really good at one of our
quests or challenges. We also have lots of activities scheduled –
from arts and bushcraft for children to concerts and gardening for
grown-ups. Just don’t forget to book your space in advance!
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/feed

Our team here at the museum have
been keeping busy over the summer,
welcoming visitors, helping with
workshops, working with our
museum collections and keeping the
Station gardens neat and tidy.
Despite working very hard at these
tasks, we never seem to have
enough hands-on-deck. Would you
like to help out at the museum? We
have lots of opportunities to offer
(not all working directly with visitors)
such as reception duties, gardening,
DIY, photography, digital record
keeping, caring for objects, research
and assisting with children’s
activities. We now also have a
collection of ‘job boxes’ that allow
some of our volunteers to help from
home when they aren’t able to come
along to the museum.
If you feel you can support us with a
little of your time and would like to
learn new skills, please contact
Morven at the museum. Our
volunteering opportunities are open
to all adults and mature teenagers
who are keen to help preserve and
promote their local heritage.
For more info please view website or
Facebook. All activities/events must
be booked

W:https://highlandmuseumofchildhood.
org.uk
E:
curator@highlandmuseumofchildhood.o
rg.ukT: 01997 421031
S: @highlandmuseumofchildhood
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Garden Matters

Our new polytunnel owner, Village Gardener is down
the hill, so the microclimate can be quite different. It is
What’s going on in the Polytunnel ?
a mid-sized garden, slowly transforming from soggy
grass (and moss) on compacted clay, into a productive
Welcome to our new feature- about the trials and and enjoyable space. The polytunnel became a reality
tribulations of a new polytunnel owner, and an in July of 2020. It is a medium tunnel, pvc type, rather
experienced gardener with an established garden. In
than thermal film. It is not as warm as traditional
this column we will share our successes, and what tunnels,but offers a warmer growing space for those on
didn’t quite work out in Strathpeffer’s interesting, and a budget.
at times, challenging climate. We will let you know
what we are harvesting, and what we are sowing and
This has been an odd year, and both gardeners
planting out. We’ve got fruit bushes and trees in
experienced losses. Normally, seeds are started in
various stages of growth, so we will tell you how they
February, in a cold conservatory for Bodach, and in the
are doing too.
house for our Village Gardener. Usually tougher
seedlings can go out into polytunnels in April, once
Our experienced gardener, Bodach ( Scot’s Gaelic for hardened off by bringing them in and out during the
peasant/old man !) has a large garden in the Heights daytime. This year our seedlings romped away in the
and is quite a casual ‘try it and see’ fellow. Bodach has warm March, but stopped growing completely (or died)
mature fruit trees and bushes, and thermal polytunnel. in the unusually cold April that followed. Our village
The land and design have developed over decades, and gardener kept the seedlings in the house until mid May,
are very productive, but gardens are never finished and and had less losses this way, but everything was
Bodach is out working in it every day.
delayed. Gardeners always share with each other, so
despite the lack of germination in a cold conservatory,
Bodach had plenty of plants to go out once the weather
warmed.
Between the two gardens we have grown tomatoes,
lettuce, carrots, courgettes, pumpkins, winter squash,
broad, French, kidney and borlotti beans, mange tout
and garden peas, artichokes. chard, rocket, mizuna,
chives, leeks, spring onions, mooli, radish, chamomile,
coriander, thyme, basil, mints, and multiple types of
brassica (sprouting broccoli, kale, spring cabbage,
Chinese cabbage). Oh, and potatoes, of course!
Fruit grown includes all colours of currants,
gooseberries, yellow and red raspberries, loganberries,
Worcester berries, grapes, rhubarb, strawberries and
pineberries. There are also trees of apples (cooking and
eating), plums, pears, cherries, and hazelnuts. New
bushes planted this year include Japanese wine berries,
blueberries, blackberries, and tayberries.
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The real question is- what did
we harvest in July?
In the village garden outdoors, rhubarb was
still going strong, the pineberries,
strawberries, loganberries, black, red, and
white currents, and yellow rasps are ripe,
lettuce were ready for selected leaf harvest,
and the garden peas finished up. Last year's
purple sprouting broccoli crop is finally
done, but the leaves are harvestable as
spring greens/kale. Coriander was going
strong, as was the mint and chamomile for
tea.
In the Village polytunnel, July brought
lettuce, mange tout, and red salad kale.
Courgettes are only just harvestable, but
basil, ruby chard, and thyme are ready. Our
carrots were late, as the first crop failed in
the cold earth. We are still harvesting
cavalero nero (black) kale, and the broccoli
in the tunnel is behind the outdoor broccoli,
so it is just ready now. Tomatoes are
showing hints of colour, and tiny French
beans have appeared.
We are planting out (outside and in the
tunnel) our early May sowing of lettuce, and
ruby chard. Baby artichoke plants are also
ready to plant. Radish seeds can still be
sown. Planning for autumn sowing must be
done now, and brassicas, leeks, lettuce,
mizuna, and spinach should be started this
month. These are for autumn harvest and
overwintering.
Next time see what’s grown in the
polytunnels and follow their various failures
and successes !

Community Council
The Community Council continues to meet on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Our meetings are being
held on Zoom due to the pandemic but we are hopeful that we
will get back to face to face meetings in the Community Centre
soon.
The minutes of all our meetings are available for all to see on
our website – www.strathpeffer.org. While the Community
Council is involved in a number of different matters, updates
on some of the main issues are given below:

Finger post signs for the village
As part of a grant awarded under the Town Centre Fund, we
will be erecting new Victorian Style finger post signs at various
points within the village. These signs will provide more
information to visitors and help them find the many
attractions within and around the village. We have also
purchased a new “brown tourist road” sign to replace or
freshen up the sign as you enter the village from Dingwall. The
old sign is looking quite tired and the new sign will hopefully
be erected around the time this edition of the Strath Times is
published.
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The bid being prepared by the new Strathpeffer
Community Development Trust to the Heritage Lottery
Fund as part of the Strathpeffer Together Initiative has
taken another step forward. We have now submitted our
Expression of Interest (EoI) to the fund. We will hear in
the next few weeks if our bid has been approved for the
next stage. If this bid is successful, we are hoping to take
forward a number of projects in the community such as:
building the new play park; improving the
station/museum buildings; renovating the old Pavilion
pump room and carrying out further improvements to the
buildings in the Square. Updates will be provided on the
village website – www.strathpeffer.org.

Scottish Water has now reviewed the work they did at
that time and has decided that they need to come back
and remove the concrete block and install the original
solution.

Refurbishing the old phone box in the Square

While these works will be inconvenient for many of us,
the CC recognises that they are essential works and will
have to go ahead.

Some years ago, the CC
adopted the old phone
box in the Square from
BT and I am delighted
to say that Steve Evans
has now offered to take
on refurbishing it as a
project. We wish him
well with this project. It
should make a big
difference
to
the
overall appearance of
the Square.

Proposed works by Scottish Water
Many of you will recall that Scottish Water carried out
some major remedial works on the main sewer that runs
through Strathpeffer a few years ago. Those works
blocked the main road for a few weeks and prevented folk
from driving through the village. At that time, they
encountered a large concrete block around a live
electricity cable and due to the pressures of time to
complete the works, they had to amend their original plan
and install a temporary solution for the sewer.

The Community Council (CC) has been in contact with
Scottish Water and has suggested that the new works
should be carried out in late October or November of
this year to avoid the busier summer season. Scottish
Water has agreed to try and programme the works for
this time and has indicated that the works should not
last for more than two weeks. The location of these
works will be at the bottom of Garden House Brae and
they will prevent any vehicular traffic passing through
the village.

Resurfacing of some roads in Strathpeffer
It is good to see that the works to resurface parts of the
main A834 road through the village and the lower
section of Golf Course Road have finally got underway.
By the time of publication, these works should be
complete. Thanks must go to Highland Council for
getting this work done. The condition of these two
sections of road has been very poor for some time and
while the works may have caused some inconvenience
while being done, the improvement to the surface is
very welcome.
Removal of the old dead alder tree adjacent to the new
sweetie shop in the Square
The old alder tree adjacent to the new sweetie shop has
died and is to be removed. This work is being carried out
by Highland Council and should be completed during
August. The area around the base of the tree will also
be tidied up removing what is quite a bad tripping
hazard.
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Community Centre update
Trish Pettie has now moved onto pastures new, we
will miss her, although she’s not gone too far awayDingwall Community Centre, so we’re sure there will
still be lots of opportunities to work together for our
joint communities.
We are now open again and would like to welcome
Carol McKenzie as the new Centre Co-ordinator !
The new renovations are looking great and are
being well used now by lots of children in the new
nursery provision. There will be more work
happening to create the outside play area at the
back of the centre soon.
Groups are now up and running again and the
Community Centre is finally available for bookings
again !
See Page 11 for regular group activities and new
events coming up soon

New trees in Strathpeffer Square
'You may have
noticed that
two of the
trees to the
right of the
dance platform
were removed
earlier this year
with the
agreement of
the specialist at
The Highland
Council who
advised that
they were fairly
poorly and
diseased.
A huge THANK YOU to Janet Bowen and Neil MacDonald
who have donated two new trees for this space. Two
lovely White Bark Birch trees have been planted by Janet
and Neil and should look lovely as they mature and
develop their white bark which almost glows all the year
round. The leaves turn golden in the autumn. A great
addition to the Square!'

Strathpeffer Tennis Club
.

Whether you like to play a competitive game
or prefer a social knock about, why not think
about joining your local tennis club?
Playing at the courts in the pavilion gardens,
club sessions take place on Sundays
10am - 1pm and Wednesday 5.30pm 8.30pm. Everyone mixes in with court time
being shared out as players arrive.
Members can also be part of the club
WhatsApp group to arrange games.
We enjoy club tournaments (which always
include cake!) and also take part in events
with other local clubs.
For further information and contact details
please go to:
www.dingwallstrathpeffertennis.org

FOUND !
Recently there was a significant find in the
barked area of the Children’s Park. During
clearance of some dangerous metal objects,
a child’s gold item (of some value) was
discovered.
We’d like to reunite it with its owner, so if you
have lost something. Please contact us with a
description of the object :
Strathtimes2020@gmail.com
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Gazebo hosts its first event
The gazebo in the Square has hosted its
first music event with Neil Macdonald
(from the Heights) and friends playing
for the benefit of all on the afternoon of
Saturday 17 July 2021.
Neil and his friends raised just over £250
on the day for Highland Hospice. Neil has
been walking laps around the Heart on
the Hill at the Cat’s Back and has raised
over £2,500 so far. If you would like to
donate to his fund raising, please visit
www.strathpeffer.org where more
details can be found.
The musicians hope to return and play
again in the gazebo over the course of
the summer.
The gazebo is also being used by the local yoga and pilates class run by Natallia on Saturday mornings at
8am.
If you would like to host an event in the gazebo, please contact Ron McAulay on the community council at
ron.mcaulay@btopenworld.com.

PEFFERY WAY – UPDATE
Over the course of this year, we have seen more good progress
on the Peffery Way. Two more sections have now been
completed. The first involves another 360m of path
at Blairninich extending the path from Strathpeffer all the way
up to Millnain Croft. The other section involves the creation of
a new link path from the Fodderty Cemetery car park to the
main path at Fodderty bridge. Access can now be taken safely
from the car park to the main path without having to go
anywhere near the busy main road. Thanks are due in large
part to the Locketts at Knockbain Farm for their assistance with
this work and for granting their permission to use their
land. Their support for the path has been tremendous.
The other good news on the Peffery Way relates to the east
end of the path at Dingwall. As many of you may already
know, access through this short section has been hindered by
some landowners who are not in favour of the path. Despite
numerous attempts to engage them in discussion, the Peffery Way Association has been unable to
negotiate an agreement with them. However, the Highland Council has recognised the benefit to the
community of the path and has now used their compulsory powers to serve a Path Order on the
owners. This Path Order has now been submitted to Scottish Government for Ministers to determine. If
successful, this Path Order will allow the path to be built and any obstructions removed. The timescale for
this process is not clear and it may be some months before a decision is made.
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Unearthing underground hidden
history
A recent interview with one of our locals revealed
some interesting insights into our underground
history. The exciting part is finding something that
potentially the last time someone held was before the
First World War. Old pennies found in one of the
gardens revealed a hidden past that has only recently
been discovered.
At the Muir of Ord Spanish Reales were also found,
commonly known as ‘pieces of eight’ or ‘pirate
treasure’. They were issued by the Spanish Crown.
What they were doing in this location remains one of
the mysteries…
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A recent find in Terridale was part of a cast iron
spaniel head, this would have been used as a firedog
or fire mount.
Not all discoveries are as pretty, however reveal
something special about our past and gives us
important clues about ancient history. At Loch
Kinnellan, a recent significant find was Iron Age slag.
This has been expertly verified, looking like a quarter
of a cannon ball, it in theory links in with the crannag.
It is thought that it would have been left at the
bottom of a crucible.
Other finds have included a silver plated dandy
button, identified as being from 1700’s. In John
McKenzie’s book ‘Pigeonholes of Memory’ he
describes interesting trackways and journeys
between times spent at Flowerburn in Gairloch
which the wealthy followed.

Free lost jewellery service and much more !
This is a national service available to everyone. Lost your car keys going to the beach ?
Have you been gardening and lost a precious item of jewellery or favourite ring ?
There are detectors that can help you find your lost items ! They have a good success rate, recently a ring was
found which had been lost for thirty years.
Although detectorists sometimes get bad press, it’s the thrill of the discovery that keeps them offering this
invaluable service.
If you would like to access this free service go onto Facebook – National Ring Recovery Service or local contact :
3tonesandthetruth@gmail.com
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Community Park
The Community Park has now completed all the new drainage
systems. It’s been huge amount of work and hopefully will
make a significant shift towards the next stage of development
for the park.
There have also been volunteers clearing the grounds and new
tyres to play on too !

Fungi not Flowers
Can you idenify these fungi ?

Do you have some interesting fungi photos to share ?

Answers/ photos to : strathtimes@gmail.com
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What’s going on in Strathpeffer?
Strathpeffer Spa Pavilion
11th September - Pretty as Pink- Pink Tribute
10th October - Showhawk Duo
24th October - Fun Box
30th October - Top Loader

Adult activities - Highland Museum Of Childhood
Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th
September (various times, 1hr
bookable slots)

– Doors Open Days,
Behind the Scenes
Tours of the Museum
Store

Saturday 19th September, 10:0013:00

– Gardening on a
Budget

Saturday 9th October, 10:00-13:00

Winter Pots & Planters
Gardening (make &
takeaway)

Childrens activities- Highland Museum Of Childhood
Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th
September

(various times, 1hr
bookable slots) – Doors
Open Days, Behind the
Scenes Tours of the
Museum Store

Saturday 11th September, 10:3012:00

– Vintage Toymaking
(balance toys)

Saturday 18th September, 11:0016:00

- Museum Makers
(drop in crafts in the
museum)

Saturday 2nd October, 10:30-12:00 Bushcraft Creators
(bird feeders)
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Regular groups at Strathpeffer Community Centre
Mondays

Kempo – 4.30pm5.30pm

Contact – Neil Hourston 0800
6128765

Step by Step Jazz 6pm
– 7pm

Contact – Dannielle Houston 01997
421191 (term time only)

Tuesdays:

Yoga - 12.30pm–2pm

Contact – Alaine Macdonald 01349
867224

Wednesday:

Great Glen
Badminton Club –
6pm – 8pm

Contact – Michael MacLellan
michael.maclellan@hotmail.co.uk

Yoga – 7.30pm-9pm

Contact – Alaine Macdonald 01349
867224

Craft n Craic – 7pm9pm

Contact Pat Justad 01997 420117
(term time only)

Tap Dancing –
6.45pm-7.45pm

Contact Carol-Ann Fleming 01997
421463 (block of 6 sessions)

Beginners Tap
Dancing – 8pm-9pm

Contact Carol-Ann Fleming 01997
421463 (block of 6 sessions)

Thursdays

Strathpeffer Community Park
4th September and then first
Saturday of every month through
to October

Volunteer Days
10am-12am

-
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