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Welcome to the
Spring Edition
Welcome to the new look Strath
Times. We’re excited that Spring is
here at last, although with the
recent heavy snow it did feel that
Christmas had returned! The longer
days and the Spring Equinox has
bought many beautiful colours and
new buds to the village again.
If you have any photos you’d like us
to print or community news you
would like to share, we would love
to hear from you. It’s also a great
opportunity for local issues to be
raised and to promote local events !

The new gazebo is now finished and looking
fantastic ! A real contribution to the village square.

Contact us at;
strathtimes2020@gmail.com

We hope that soon we will see it getting used for community
events such as the Highland Dancing, open air plays and other
events.
If you would like to use if for a community event, please
contact Ron McAulay on ron.mcaulay@btopenworld.com.

IN THIS ISSUE
COMMUNITY PARK –
SOME EXCITING
NEWS!

WHY GREEN
MATTERS

HALLIE ON THE
HEIGHTS
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Strathpeffer Community Park – some exciting news!
DAVE GENNY
STRATHPEFFER RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

The Strathpeffer Residents’ Association (SRA) is
delighted to announce some exciting news about
the Strathpeffer Community Park project. Almost
two years ago Councillors approved a Community
Asset Transfer of the land to our community.
Following a successful funding application to the
Scottish Land Fund we thought we had everything in
place, so we cannot quite believe it has taken so
long and so much work to complete the purchase.
However, the sale finally went through this week!
We are incredibly chuffed to have reached this
milestone and, with full planning permission
secured, are excited to get on with the next stages
of the project.
One of our top priorities is to deliver a new
children’s play park. You may have noticed that,
prior to the purchase, even more items of play
equipment have had to be removed following a
Highland Council safety inspection. As such, we
have only managed to inherit two swings and a sad
old seesaw. Parks are not cheap and we still have a
lot of work ahead of us, but with the amazing
support we’ve had from our community, we’re
feeling as positive as ever we’ll get there.
We hope you will see some real progress in the next
few months. Following grants from the Town Centre
Fund and the EDF Renewables Corriemoillie
Strathpeffer Community Fund, and a generous

contribution from the Highland Housing Alliance, we
should be able to start the all-important drainage works
this summer. This is another important milestone because
it was always going to be an expensive and difficult to fund
element of the project. We will let neighbours know well
in advance of work starting and will do everything possible
to minimise disruption. We hope you’ll bear with us. While
this isn’t the most exciting part of the project it is vital to
ensure the park has a sound footing and will last well into
the future.
Please remember this is your park, delivered by the SRA. If
you want to get involved (and we hope you do)
membership of the SRA is free. You’ll find an online
membership form at
www.strathpeffercommunitypark.org/how-you-can-help.
If you haven’t had chance to sign up to our Easy
Fundraising page yet, please consider it. It is free and
raises a small but important donation for the park each
time you shop on line via a referral from the App:
https://www.strathpeffercommunitypark.org/easyfundrai
sing.html. Every little helps!
As ever, we would love to hear from you – below are the
ways you can connect with us;
SRA Website: www.sites.google.com/view/strathpefferresidents
Project: www.strathpeffercommunitypark.org
E-Mail: Info@Strathresidents.onmicrosoft.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/StrathpefferCommunityPark/
Instagram: @strathpeffercommunitypark
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Why Green Matters?
Hello!
Thank you for welcoming me and my family to
beautiful Strathpeffer. Along with Pip, our Welsh
Collie, we moved here in September and feel as if
we’ve been wrapped in a great big virtual hug by this
enthusiastic village community. And what a
wonderful part of the world!
I’m gradually learning about the many exciting
community projects, old and new: the Touchstone
Maze, the Peffery Way, the refurbished museum and
station buildings, the new bandstand in the square
and - just this week - amazing plans for a Community
Park, including a pump track and a zip wire! I can’t
wait to help with these marvellous projects, Covid19 restrictions permitting.
Sarah Thomson

Why Green Matters?
We’ve all become painfully aware that our
dependence on fossil fuels is causing changes to the
world’s climate. But this global pandemic has
highlighted just how disastrous an effect human
activity is having on our precious planet. An
increasing population puts a strain on resources and
encroaches on the natural world with dangerous
results: a cross-over disease which has forced every
nation, rich and poor, into lockdown.

Community Sustainability
The need for lifestyle change puts pressure on us
all as we try to reduce our footprint and live our
lives more sustainably. Being ‘green’ may not seem
like a priority when COVID has robbed us of
‘normality’ but it’s up to governments and
individuals to change the way we live. We need to
use this pandemic as a wake-up call.
Clearly, small community actions alone will not
necessarily be a solution, but they go a long way to
making us feel we are playing a part.
Here in Strathpeffer, it is reassuring that positive
steps are being taken towards tackling these
issues.

Community Larder
One very effective way that members of a
community can help each other in difficult times is
to set up a community food sharing larder. An idea
to set up a Strathpeffer larder at the community
centre has been put forward and we’d like your
views.
What is a community larder?
Unlike a food bank, a community larder is open to
everyone. There are no forms or referrals and
everyone can donate or take food items, or do
both. It is for sharing food.
Does Strathpeffer need one?
The pandemic has placed a huge strain on family
finances: food poverty in the UK is an increasing
problem. Larders are are a great way for
communities to help those who might be
struggling. They also enable residents to share
produce, waste less food and get to know each
other better.
What can I do?
Please tell us what you think about this idea. Send
us your thoughts by emailing or writing to:

strathtimes2020@gmail.com
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Strathpeffer Community
Development Trust
I am delighted to advise you that we have now
created the new Strathpeffer Community
Development Trust. This trust is both a limited
company and a charity. It has been set up to act as
a community led body that will work to enhance and
support the area.
One of its tasks will be to raise funds which can be
used to improve the community. By way of
example, it will take on the management of the
“Strathpeffer Together” project which is preparing
a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for funding to
finance a number of significant projects around the
community. These projects will include: further
improvements to the Square; the building of the
new play park; improvements to the community
centre; improvements to the Pavilion and Museum
of Childhood and the restoration of the Hallie on the
Heights, plus some others.
Now that we have created the Trust, we need to
encourage people to join as members. Being a
member is not difficult or time consuming.
However, it lets you have your say in how the Trust
is run. We have prepared a new electronic
membership application form which will be
accessible on a number of the local group websites
including www.strathpeffer.org. Full membership
is free and open to everyone who is aged over 15
and lives in the Strathpeffer CC area. If you live
outwith this area, you can become an associate
member and if you are aged between 12 and 15 you
can become a junior member.
Please take the time to learn more about the
Trust and join up as a member. The more people
involved, the more successful the Trust will be.
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Peffery Way Progresses
Further
We have now completed 3.5km of the path out
of a total length of 6km and delighted to say that
we are planning on building two more sections
during this year.
The first one is the Old Inn Croft section at
Blairninich. This section is 350m long and will
extend the completed path from the
Strathpeffer end towards Dingwall. Work has
already started and the path will remain open
during these works. However, we would ask all
people to make sure they take care when
passing machinery working on the path. Please
ensure the machine operator has seen you
before you attempt to pass.
We also plan on building the second half of the
link path that connects the car park at Fodderty
Cemetery with the main path at Fodderty
Bridge. If all goes to plan, this work should be
completed over the next couple of months.
We are making very good progress with the path
and this is largely down to the tremendous
support we have received from the community.
However, we continue to experience problems
with dog fouling. It makes the tasks of cutting
the grass verges and maintaining the path a
much less pleasant job. Please help us by
picking up after your dog and please dispose of
the waste responsibly.
During the summer months we hope to get the
‘volunteer’ days started again providing the
Covid restrictions allow. This will let us maintain
the path and keep it in good condition. If you
would like to help, you would be very welcome
to join us on one of our ‘volunteer’ days. Details
will be posted on our facebook page and on our
website – www.pefferywayassociation.scot.
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Community Council
what we’ve been doing
The Strathpeffer Community Council (SCC)
continues to meet every month to consider issues
of importance to the local community. In recent
months we have been discussing matters such as:
the proposed wind farm at Strath Rory in Ardross
and how it might benefit Strathpeffer; speeding
through the village and an idea to create a “Food
Larder” that local people could access. The SCC
has also been progressing the improvements in
the Square which are now effectively complete.
We have also secured additional funding from the
Town Centre Fund for 2021 which we will be using
largely to improve signage throughout the village.

Inner Moray Firth Development Plan
The SCC is also preparing a response to the Inner
Moray Firth Development Plan which identifies
potential additional sites in the village for future
housing development.
The deadline for
responses to the consultation document is now
30th April 2021 at 5pm. Everyone can make their
own views on the consultation known directly to
the Highland Council by following the advice that
is
posted
on
the
village
website
www.strathpeffer.org. It is important that as
many people as possible make their views known
and I would encourage everyone to do so.
However, if you would prefer to raise any points
through the SCC please email Ron McAulay on
ron.mcaulay@btopenworld.com by 23rd April,
2021.
If you have any issues about the community you
would like to raise with the SCC please do not
hesitate to email us on the above email address.
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Community Centre
update
We will be opening our doors on Monday
17th May 2021 and are looking forward to
welcoming everyone back and being an
integral part of the community again!
The Centre will look a bit different as the
renovations are now complete for the
nursery area and the outside play area. It
looks great and will be a real asset for lots of
children.
We’re also delighted to have received a grant
from Foundation Scotland resilience funding
which will enable us to buy replacement
chairs for the Centre and a gazebo for
outdoors. This will be fantastic as it will
support COVID guidelines as the Centre
reopens.
Coming Up
6th May – Community Centre supporting the
Polling Station for the Election.
StrathBetter -will now be held in October
instead of May.
Art Fair – work will begin shortly on setting up
another online event.
Callum Beattie – October - live stream event
from Pavilion for kids @ the Community
Centre.
Colour Run –will be rescheduled from
September to Spring 2022
Community Centre 21st Celebrations
On September 2021 the Community Centre
will have its 21st birthday !
We would like to celebrate this amazing
achievement and are busy collecting
newspaper clips/photos etc.
We would love to hear any stories or
memories of the Community Centre over the
years or any photos too.
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Our Hallie on the Heights

It is a place that is held in great affection by many folk from the Heights (and in fact further afield). It has
its own inimitable character, which is matched by the tales and memories of gatherings and events that
our community has enjoyed, and continues to enjoy, there, for the past century. It also plays host to a
satellite Post Office.
The Achterneed Hall on the Heights of Inchvannie , also known as the Jubilee Hall. The Heights, an old
crofting landscape was full of crofts in the 19 th Century. The Hallie was originally a debating hall for local
crofters, constructed of corrugated iron and was L-shaped, but laterly the south wall was removed. The
Hallie appears on the Ordinance Survey map in 1904.
It was renovated in the
1980’s and later a
kitchen extension was
added. The annual
Harvest Homes were
remembered there and
the Hallie was packed
with local people.
It continues to be used
as a community hall,
despite
some
deterioration, it is still a
place where music,
yoga and other local
events are enjoyed. The
Hallie continues to be
held in high esteem
because of the fond
place it occupies in the
community’s
social
history.
Information from ARCH, Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands, Remembering the Strathpeffer Area : 3. The Heights
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Strathpeffer and District Rowing Club
The Club had continued to be
active during the lockdown by
engaging with club members
and providing online training
and Zoom meetings.
We have been donated a
Shetland yoal kit which is now
stored at Brahan ready for
enthusiastic future builders.
We’re at the halfway stage of
building another second skiff
at Brahan. Gordon Robb has
also built a beautiful scale
model of Grebe (our first skiff),
which is absolutely perfect in
every detail.

In December, the skiff “Grebe” was taken to the Museum of Childhood at the Victorian Station in Strathpeffer
where Santa sat in the skiff to give out his presents to a long queue of excited children.
In late December lock down meant rowing and building had to stop, however thanks are due to all who have
contributed to the success of the Club and from January-March 2021 there has been an online coxing course
and the Club quizzes continued together with planning for the 2021 season.

What’s next ?
Everyone is really looking forward to hopefully
a return to coastal rowing and skiff building in
May 2021.
The Club plans to take part in several regattas
and rowing events and holding its own regatta
at Storehouse of Foulis on 28 August 2021.
New Club Members are always welcome and
further information is available on the Club’s
website : strathpefferrowing.co.uk or contact
strathpeffercrc@gmail.com
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HIGHLAND MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD & OLD STATION
The Highland Museum of Childhood, along with
fourteen fellow museums and heritage
organisations from across the area, has been
taking part in a Highland-wide project to
create Highland Threads – a virtual exhibition
that showcases a treasured costume from each
museum's collection alongside stories of the
people who made the cloth, who wore the
clothes and where they were produced.

The project has been steered by Museums and
Heritage Highland, a charitable organisation that
promotes collaborative working and provides a
supportive voice for the Highlands' heritage
sector. A successful bid to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund allowed the charity to develop the
project which has enabled individual museums
to access a wide range of professional services
including conservation, photography and digital
content creation.
Launched 1 April 2021, the exhibition can be
found at www.highlandthreads.co.uk.

The Museum of Childhood has selected a
child’s knitted bathing suit from the 1950s as its
showpiece. The bathing suit belonged to Miss
Mabel Macaulay who was brought up on the
Hebridean island of Kirkibost. Other objects in
the exhibition are: a 1740s dress from Glencoe
Folk Museum; a waistcoat and jacket said to
have belonged to Charles Edward Stuart from
Inverness Museum & Art Gallery; kilt hose and
waistcoats knitted in the Gairloch pattern from
Gairloch Museum; Ullapool Museum's Roska
Yacht Jersey; a Victorian bustle wedding dress
from Grantown Museum; a beetle wing dress
from West Highland Museum; a late-Victorian
outfit from Castlehill Heritage Centre; Major
Ian Forsyth's Military Uniform from Tain
Through Time; a Fisherman's Gansey from Wick
Heritage Museum; Highland Folk Museum's
Drummond tartan silk satin dress; a jumper
designed by George Bain from Groam House
Museum; Balmoral cap from Strathnaver
Museum and an 18th-century Spitalfields dress
from Dornoch Historylinks.

A 360° video presentation of each costume,
alongside close up shots of stitching, pattern and
texture, aims to provide an experience close to
viewing the item in real life and a programme of
online events will provide opportunities to delve
deeper into Highland clothing stories. The
Highland Museum of Childhood’s bathing suit
will also be on display at the museum from the
beginning of May. Some of the other
participating
museums will
also
exhibit
their costumes
in
their
museums - an
online map on
the exhibition
website shows
where
museums are
located.
There is no
charge
to
access
the
virtual exhibition but visitors may donate to any
of the participating museums via donation links
on each object’s page. Please take advantage of
this fantastic opportunity to visit fourteen
museums in one day and perhaps pay some of
the museums a real life visit when restrictions
ease.
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Our gardens at The Old Station
We are extremely lucky to have so many safe and peaceful beauty spots in and around the village that we
can all visit even during current restrictions. It’s great to see so many folk enjoying a walk along the
platform or a picnic in the gardens during sunny spring days. The crocuses and daffodils are in full bloom
in the gardens and our loyal and dedicated band of volunteer gardeners have been happily tidying away
winter twigs and leaves and sneaky spring weeds. As much as we all enjoy keeping the garden and platform
neat and tidy, we have had to pick up lots of litter recently – especially sweetie wrappers in the track bed
and dog poo bags on the platform. Please help us out a little and pop your rubbish in the big red bins on
the platform when you’re passing through the gardens.
Now, because we have noticed
so many of you enjoying the
gardens lately and visiting time
and time again even though the
Museum, Coffee Shop, Small
Planet and True Beauty are
closed, we thought we would
make the gardens a bit more
interesting!
If you’re visiting the gardens
during April, have a good search
for wee treasures hidden in the
garden and on the platform.
Maybe you could even make
your own wee treasures to hide
in the gardens for other visitors
to discover! Don’t forget to
share any photos of your finds
on our Facebook or Instagram
pages
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WHAT THE WEATHERMAN SAYS
Winter 2020-2021
Winter in northern Scotland was a little colder than average. Mean temperatures during the
meteorological winter (December, January and February) were -0.7°C below the 1981-2010 long
term average. That made it the coldest winter since the winter of 2010-11 up here. High pressure
and easterly winds meant that temperatures were generally below average from just after
Christmas until the second week in February. The first two weeks of February were particularly
cold, with temperatures at Loch Glascarnoch remaining well below freezing for five consecutive
days with an extreme minimum of -17.2°C on the 10th. After that winds veered into the southwest and things gradually turned milder.
Although snow fall in January and early February persisted on the hills it thawed and froze and
ice became a particular hazard on foot paths in the Strath.
It was a relatively dry winter across the north of Scotland and accumulations were only 84% of
the long term average. Take the daily rainfall graph with a pinch of salt, because during the colder
weather the gauge froze solid at Loch Glascarnoch and daily totals are missing!
It was also a very sunny winter across the north, in fact sunshine was 131% of the long term
average according to the Met Office.
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Recipes
Roasted Carrot and Tofu Burgers

Kate’s wonderful cake recipe

Delicious Vegetarian recipe
and fun for outside eating !

Very easy to make and the best chocolate
cake ever ! ( it’s gluten free too)

Ingredients
1lb carrots, chopped
1 tsp paprika
1 tsp ground cumin
Salt and pepper
Olive oil
200g tofu
1 cup bread crumbs
½ cup fresh parsley leaves, chopped
Zest of 1 lemon
Juice of ½ lemon
½ cup grated parmesan
½ cup toasted sesame seeds
Method
Preheat oven to 180c. Toss carrots with olive oil and
all spices, season and arrange on baking tray covered
with foil. Roast for 20-30 mins or until tender.
Uncover for 10 mins. Remove from oven to cool then
mash them up.
Crumble the tofu into a large bowl and add parsley,
lemon zest, breadcrumbs, parsley, parmesan and
sesame seeds.
Mix the mashed carrot with lemon juice and add to
tofu. Use your hands to make 4 to 6 patties. Put on a
plate and chill in the fridge for 20 minutes.
Cook for three or four minutes on either side in a
skillet with a little oil.
Serve in burger buns with mayonnaise, add slices of
avocado and tomato if you wish.
The burgers can also be frozen prior to cooking to
save some for later!
Onegreenplantet.org

Ingredients
200 g sugar (any type)
140 mls of vegetable oil plus 2 tbsp water
3 large eggs lightly beaten
75 g of polenta
175 g ground almonds
1 tsp GF baking powder
2 tbsp of cocoa
Few drops of vanilla essence
Topping
75 g cream cheese
75 g soft butter
125 g icing sugar
Heaped tbsp of cocoa
Few drops vanilla essence
Method
Put
everything in
a bowl and
beat
together.
Line 2 x 8
inch cake
tins and bake
at 160c fan
for about 35
to 40 mins
till the cake
are firm to
touch.
Allow to cool on a rack.
For the topping:
Sieve icing sugar and cocoa together
Mix butter and cream cheese till combined and
smooth.
Add vanilla essence.
Gradually add the sugar mixture then beat with
an electric whisk till smooth.
Spread between the cakes and on top and then
enjoy!
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Fun Animal Quiz

1. How long can a snail sleep for ?
2. What is the only animal to sleep on
it’s back ?
3. What colour is hippo sweat ?
4. What is the only mammal that can
fly ?
5. What animal is sometimes called a
river horse ?
Contact the New Strath Times
For contributions contact Miranda Wharam
Email strathtimes2020@gmail.com
Tel. 01997 423337
For advertising contact the Community
Centre
Email
info@strathpeffercommunitycentre.org.uk
Tel.01997 421989
Advertising rates :
Full page £70
1/2 page £40
1/4 page £25
1/8 page £15
Deadline for the summer edition is
Wednesday 30th June 2021
Quiz Answers
1. Three years
2. Humans
3. Pink
4. A bat
5. Hippopotamus

I do hope that this
finds you all well and
enjoying the return of
some sunshine and
warmer days after
what has been a
difficult and cold
winter for us all. It is
wonderful to see signs
of new life in the buds
on the trees, the
lambs in the fields and the crocuses and daffodils.
Easter is very much a time when we think about the
promise of what is to come as we journey through the
last days of Jesus. We move from the emotions of the
Last Supper and Gethsemane to the darkness of Good
Friday, the emptiness of Easter Saturday and finally to
the joy of the empty tomb and the promise of our risen
Lord-the promise of resurrection and life eternal.
For us all this last year has been something that we
could probably never have imagined and like those first
disciples we have all been on an emotional
rollercoaster. As we give thanks for the vaccines that
mean we can begin to emerge into something
approaching “normality” we will, as a church, continue
to uphold those who are grieving, those who are in
need and those who are afraid of venturing out again.
But we will also rejoice and look for new ways of
bringing the message of Easter hope and comfort into
our communities and supporting wherever we can.
It is a privilege and joy to be part of the Strathpeffer
Together group and wonderful to see how much can be
achieved when people work together for their
community. Our vision and our prayer for St Anne’s is
that is to seek new ways of helping and supporting
these efforts and in particular we are looking for ways
of developing our gardens in a way that will enhance
the space and be a place for the community to enjoy.
If I can help you or someone you know please do not
hesitate to get in touch. Do take a look at our website
or find us on Facebook to keep up to date with news
and much more besides!
May the joy and hope of the resurrection fill your
hearts and homes this Eastertide.
Rev Julia
www.stjamesandstanne.com
www.facebook.com/stjamesandstanne
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