The Old Station in Strathpeffer, Ross-shire was
built in 1885 to transport tourists to this popular
spa village. During the late 1800s the village’s
reputation grew, as did its size, with many tourists
flocking to ‘partake of the waters’.

Directions from Inverness:
A9 north to Tore Roundabout
A835 to Maryburgh Roundabout
A862 to Dingwall
A834 to Strathpeffer

At the same time the Highlands saw an explosion of
railway building. Originally Highland Railways proposed
that the line from Dingwall to Kyle of Lochalsh should
have a station at Strathpeffer. Opening in 1870 the first
station was at the Heights of Achterneed, several miles
outside of the village. This meant that all passengers and
freight had to be carted up and down a steep hill. As the
popularity of the Spa grew the need for a direct rail link
into the village from Dingwall was apparent.
When the new station opened in 1885 it was an
immediate success with six trains travelling each way
daily. There were sleeper trains direct from London,
and even a weekly express from Aviemore which took
two hours off the journey. But it wasn’t just used by
Spa visitors. The station also had a cattle shed for local
crofters and commuters and school children used the
train to get to Dingwall.
Today the station buildings and platform still survive but
the rails and other equipment were taken away when it
closed in 1951. It is now owned by the Highland Museum
of Childhood Trust and the building houses a museum,
coffee shop and gift shops.

Our facilities at the Old Station include a car-park with
disabled parking, a garden, public toilets and a picnic site.
Entrance to the museum is through the gift shop which is
stocked with a variety of traditional toys and games, and a
wide selection of books for children and adults. There is a
small entrance charge for the museum only.

We are Open April - October
Please see our website for updated rates and times

highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk

April -

Oct
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The museum is at the entrance to village, first left after the
30mph limit. There is a brown tourism sign “The Highland
Museum of Childhood” seen when approaching from
Dingwall. You can also approach on the A834 from the west
in which case the brown tourism sign points to the right.

OPEN
DAILY

The Old Station
Strathpeffer IV14 9DA

01997 421031
Web: highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk
Email: info@highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk
Blog: highlandmuseumofchildhood.wordpress.com
The information on this leaflet was researched and collated
by ARCH and the local community in Strathpeffer. Image credits go to
Highland Railway Society, Am Baile, Roseann Christie and John Rich.

An Seann Stèisean

Strathpeffer Station was originally built in 1885, closing
to passengers in 1946 and to freight in 1951. It then continued
in use as a coal yard and other businesses but became derelict
in the late 1970s. After renovation in 1980 it had a new lease
of life as a cinema, shops, café and museums.

The Decline of
the Station
The Highland Railway
was absorbed into
London, Midland
and Scottish (LMS)
Railways in 1923. In the
1930s a platform was built at the east
end extending away from the tracks towards the
Goods Shed.

This timeline is based on photographs, archives and memories
of what we know about the station from its beginnings to
present day.

Bays 1-4: Highland Museum
of Childhood. From 1992
a number of craft shops
have occupied these
units over the years.

World War I
The station was in use for wartime activity including bringing
casualties by train to go to one of the four U.S. Navy hospitals in
the village (see below right image).

A café has been there
from the mid 1980s.
Also during that time
period the basement under
the entire station was filled in.
Bay 10: Gents toilet.

Above: The station being utilised as a
coal yard c.1950s. Right: In a state of
disrepair in the c.1970s.

Bay 11: Ladies toilet Goods Shed built in 2010.
Renovations took place in 1980.

Bays 1-4: Cinema.

The station’s hEyday

Bays 10-11: Toilets.
Bays 5-9: A number of craft
shops have occupied these
units over the years, a café
has been there from the
mid 1980s.

After closure, the station became
mainly a coal depot until the early 1970s
(see above image). There was also an upholsterer’s workshop in
one of the units.

Bay 1: Stationmaster’s Office.

World War II

Bay 2: Ticket Office.
Bay 3-4: Waiting Room.

The station was in use for wartime activity.
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The branch line and station was built in 1884, opening
June 1885, by Murdoch Paterson, well known architect
and civil engineer.
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Bays 5-11: Offices/stores
for porters?

Unit 4
Above: The station being
used as a cinema c.1980s

Goods Shed

